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Abstract

This study was conducted to identify and describe the difficulty in acquiring the
vocabulary of Japanese verbs modifier, found in a matter of grammar training courses.
This study used a quantitative approach and took 20 samples of students at the
Japanese language Study Program at semester IV students, Universitas Hasanuddin
Makassar. Forms of matter being tested consist of 40 questions categorized matching
verb in the sentence. The 10 questions were each verb that functions as a modifier of the
object, the subject, and the auxiliary verb and a verb that functions as a condition.
Through this study showed that difficulties in acquiring student the vocabulary of verbs
modifier due to a lack exercises that contain a variety of the vocabulary and verbs
modifier, such verbs changes such as present, past, and forms like Joutai Doushi. It is
also caused by the input of vocabulary and verbs use that tend to be static or does not
develop only limited vocabulary and verbs that appear between chapters five through
chapter 12 only. Students were more fixated on the familiar verbs vocabulary they use.
Besides the use of Kanji without Furigana on the verb and the collocation of words also
have contributed to the error occurred.

Keywords: difficulty in vocabulary, Japanese vocabulary, collocation, particles, verbs
modifier

A. Introduction

Various challenges of teaching forty-eight students as learners of Japanese Intermediate
among others the number of students, the largest number in the course of time that has 4
credits namely ninety minutes per meeting and made twice in one week has been very little. In
addition, the correction of homework to be run by teachers is also a challenge in achieving the
learning objectives, besides teaching techniques sentence patterns had a tough start in the
Japanese language intermediate level, especially on how best presentation of the flow of
activities of introduction, grammar, drills, and practice as well was felt not to be optimal.

The number of activities that must be carried out by teachers in the subject of grammar,
vocabulary learning activity resulted only at the stage of the card shows a verb or a picture card
only to students for 10-15 minutes at the beginning of each chapter. However, the input
vocabulary Doushi can also be accessed by the learner through the course Choukai and Dokkai.
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The verb in Japanese has a unique example in the kinds of verbs like shape Joutai Doushi,
Hojoudoushi and verbs change according to its function in the sentence. In addition, the
problems of writing Kanji also greatly affect learners in understanding the context of the
sentence.

Based on some of these issues, it raises some questions about the effectiveness of teaching
done so far, especially given input vocabulary is not balanced with the ability or the output
produced by students in outline. This research focuses on vocabulary acquisition by the
Japanese students of level IV as well as how the shape of vocabulary acquisition based on the
students textbook Minna no Nihongo II (3A Network, 2008).

B. Literature review

Rivers (in Nunan, 1991: 117) says that the vocabulary is important to be able to master a
second language or a second language. Without treasury extensive vocabulary, one can not use
the structure and function of language in communicating comprehensively. While Tarigan
(2011: 2) says that the quality and quantity of language a person depends on the quality of its
vocabulary. The more vocabulary possessed the greater the likelihood that he skillfully speak. In
Second Language Acquisition, mother tongue and foreign languages are equally requires a
process of language acquisition is done by the natural or natural child and learning in the
classroom (in this case students who are taught by the teacher as a substitute parent). During
the study period, the various errors made by learners were visible among others, unfamiliarity
on foreign language vocabulary, word incompatibility with the context of the sentence and so
on. Edward & Rebecca (1977: 150) say that most students who study a foreign language, it
would initially be affected by the mother tongue and then slowly will begin to be accurate and
structured. Tarigan (2011: 10) further said that basically foreign language learners will be able
to know and understand the vocabulary of concrete or tangible than the abstract vocabulary.
Difficulties usually arise in the use of words in a sentence, for example as a verb tenses and
formation or use of vocabulary in the context of the sentence.

Yachi, Michiko (2002) says that the acquisition of communication in terms of language, it is
generally understood as Goichikara. The concept presupposes if someone who has had
experience of using a language other than his mother, and whoever might have a similar
experience in the language. In addition, studies relating bilingual lighter reveal more about

language ability in this case is the mastery of vocabulary.
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In 1987, research on acquisition of vocabulary in the study of language acquisition is
categorized into four (Read 2009 in Yachi, Michiko, 2002) namely: (1)
F—U— FERTEEEDHE -STEOBRDBOWIZHGE Y A h 7R &2l o 1o (KRN 258G H
o (2) REECHAREEZE L CHEEBENHE S a7 7 X FOHTH LWEEDO HllkE:
MR LT < S AHREREE SR (incidental vocabulary learning. (3)
HLORRICFEERHR 7oL &, av T 7 A MPODOFERNY 2 LD L DT> TH LY
FOBREHNL THD2, (4) aia=br—Ta 27> TS5 CRAMOEIC NS
SlbE, FEEVMHVWDLaIa=sr—2a VA NTTU—,

Away from the four types of research on the Vocabulary acquisition, according to Yachi,
Michiko (2002) to collect the kinds of research on acquisition vocabulary that developed in
foreign countries, such as research input vocabulary learner through a psychological approach,
in addition to the research on differences in input knowledge language learners mother (first
language) and learners of foreign languages, which object in particular namely a difficult word
obtained in acquisition, research on fault word acquisition of the learners’ mother language, the
research on the error rate of word acquisition grammatically on the Japanese competence, as
well as research derivation process of vocabulary word born in the state of nature learner.
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Read (2002) in Yachi, Michiko (2002) gives three questions about acquisition of vocabulary
systematically namely (1)&ED X 5 REEORENFEHES E 2RO TN DH) On  this
question, Yachi gives examples of research Ellis & Beaton (1993) that the terms of the
psychology of learners will be easy or difficult to acquire vocabulary because it is influenced by
several factors such as writing, pronunciation, lexical as well as the length of a word, similarity
of the sound of a word (2) HEBAIRRERL L 0 b EAMA e TR,
COXDBREEFREPHSNTWD A, FEERITHEE Y A N2l - 7o ARIFEREE A 72
DTHAID, ZIb, WORBEEZRET HZ LN TEHEASH, This question  was
written by Yachi (2002) by citing Hulstijn’ research (1997) that told learners memorize
vocabulary alone, is not enough effective because it cannot last too long in the memory or rote.
Therefore, they were overcome by the keywords in the form of a notebook that contains a
vocabulary, pronunciation, use in a sentence, even to the point of writing Kanji (Schmitt &
Schmitt, 1995) in Yachi, Michiko, (2002). (3) Hi5E U A k & » 7= B I AR YK ITH 2D,

Yamashita, Kiyo (2012: 43) divides the intentional role in learning vocabulary learning is
learning that aims to acquire vocabulary directly. While incidental learning is hands-on learning
to acquire secondary through learning vocabulary besides learning vocabulary learning for
example Dokkai and Choukai.

BT X ENAREETEITEEOFE L HNE T HOEETE TH Y |

(T BERY RS B X HMECIE R 22 ERER B LA O Aol L C RIS

FRREOERN R INDHHENTE T D,

Nation (2005) in Yamashita, Kiyo (2012) goes on to say that the incidental vocabulary
learning is done through a contextual understanding of a series of educational activities that will
promote a holistic way of learning from one another. In other words, do not conflict with the
discourse or sentence meaning.

C. Methodology

This study uses a quantitative approach with descriptive quantitative analysis. The study
took place in the Japanese Literary Study Program, Universitas Hasanuddin, with samples of
Japanese students IV semester amounted to 20 respondents. This study uses the instrument
matching test for one hour, in which the problems were tested to students based textbook
Minna no Nihongo II, chapters 36-46. Researchers took a random verb based on verbs modifier
vocabulary  category. Y&ffizE in  sentence ~ DEHMoOTNETH ~
DEMYEEAL (TLE) | EMEE], wBhEhE], FREEENE. 10 students did not use
because it has an average value quis under 10 out of 100, so they do not meet the criteria of the
Advanced Japanese language learners. The questions used a number consisting of 40 numbers
each of 10 categories as the object of verbs modifier, verbs modifier as a subject, verbs as
auxiliary, as well as Joutaidoushi verbs or a verb followed by function of the conditions. Form of
matter that is tested in the form of matching the basic working vocabulary with words that are
adjacent based on function and context. The test results were then classified based on right and
wrong verb entered by respondents (in percentage). Not only is it an indicator of lexical verb
form is also a researcher assessment point.

D. Findings and Discussion
In this study, the author divides the categories of vocabulary verbs into 1) Type of verbs
modifier 1&£fi #id' which serves as an object, 2) {&£fi #Fi that serves as a subject, 3) #f8h

#i5i or verb compound, 4) £k #E Bh#EhF or the auxiliary verb to a condition as follows:

Table 1. The type of Verbal Vocabulary f&£fi 5 that serves as an object

1EemsheE (ERROZEND) ELWL EL
1. zi'éOT#A7§A/75\1EB:ET%>0)§§H0‘CL\$T 250% 5 75.0% 15
2. EOSWUASADBREIADNELLEL2EDZEH ST

ey 450% 9 55.0% 11

3. ZORLaAVERY MAREBZHEVDEMY EFEA 25.0% 5 75.0% 15
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TLT=,
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4. E!ngé%é/‘m\x%k:‘%Lt@%—:ﬂ])iﬂ- 150% 3 8500 17
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5. ?;ﬁ\‘é/\m\bﬁlf VENEEZE =D EHMH>TLE 35.0% 7 65.0% 13

In the first type namely 1) Type of verbs modifier word '{&£fi' in the phrase ~ ® % %1 - T
VN £ 9 7> displayed in the table above (Table 3.1). Verbs vocabulary that appears on five
questionsnamely 1IBfE L £ 9, < 20 FF B2 F 6K L E L7 and H W F T
The five verbs serves as the object of the sentence, and is situated in the box next option
selected by the learner and incorporate these verbs according to function and shape changes
right as an object in a sentence. A total of 17 respondents (85%) made a mistake on the verb
a8 L £ 9. Verb &4 L F 7 converted into 545 L 7= @ to be grateful to the questions
above. In one after another verbs vocabulary £ 2 % 7 and i& £ L % 7 respectively 75%
students make mistakes, and verbs = VN £ ¥ (H - 72 ®) reached 65%.

In the verbs vocabulary of modifier that serves as an object, students experienced more
difficulties. This is evident from the range of error in this type of manner to a whole between
55% -85%, or an average error rate of 71%. While the average level of truth to answer the verbs
vocabulary in type [ is 29%.

This difficulty arises because of the large vocabulary that is less popular verbs used in both
subjects grammar, Sakubun, or Kaiwa. In addition, students also have to change the verb into the
appropriate sentence patterns and change the verb form in the box corresponding to the correct
tense or words. Of course, it is not just requires a working knowledge of vocabulary and verbs
meaning, the ability to understand the shape changes according tense verbs and sentence
patterns that are desirable in the context of the sentence. For learners, vocabulary verbs that
are not too popular they used and Kanji writing on the verb, it will greatly affect their ability to
answer correctly.

Table 2. Type of Verb Vocabulary & £fi )7 that serves as a subject

EEREED (X~ ELL EZEL
LA FESADBEIZENDDIZEHLNTT R, 40.0% 8 60.0% 12
2L I[ZKEVR—NN—DHBIDIEEFITI 12, 60.0% 12 40.0% 8

3FEBRICCORZETCVLDIEENLLNTTH, 85.0% 17 15.0% 3

LEPDRFELEEASDFETHHLNEBNE
65.0% 13  350% 7
EE

In the second type, namely verbs vocabulary {£fifi #)7i @ (% ~ which serves as the subject.
Type of verbs vocabulary that appears on this matteris # AL £ 3, 0 ¥ 9,1z 2 £ 7, kK
T 1T & £ 7. Range errors of students between 15% -60% lower than the type Vocabulary
{&4fi ®hid Verb that functions as an object as seen in Table 3.1. The average rate on a type 2
error is 37.5%, while the average rate of 62.5% truth. In verbs £ #U &£ 7, turned into ¥ 1 %
@ . It was 60% students answered incorrectly. Arimasu in one after another verbs (aru no) by
40%, and Tsutaemasu (tsutaeru no) as much as 35%. Errors that occur in all four of these verbs,
mostly caused by learners do not understand very well how to change verbs so precisely in the
position of the subject in the sentence above. They can choose the verb but cannot turn it into
verbs dictionary coupled with no particles.
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Table 3. Type of Verb Vocabulary #i8) 8,7 'Auxiliary Verbs'
fHBNENEA ELL EL

1. THFHA, COLDZFFVWTHATEHEWLWLTEDN,  450% 9 55.0% 11

2. 29 aTLEALEBENETHRAATLET, 95.0% 19  5.0% 1
3. HERDEFEEZFANTHY FT, 15.0% 3  85.0% 17
4. REBOAICEMZRTEVTLEEY, 55.0% 11  35.0% 7
5. BEICEWMELTLEVELL, 350% 7  65.0% 13

The third type is the type of verb vocabulary 48} &, Type of Hojodoushi issued in the
matter is ~ te miru, ~ te iru, ~ te aru, ~ and ~ te te Oku shimau. In this type, students had difficulty
in the placement of verb Kiku vocabulary. These verbs, it shall more popular verb compare
Haku, but the students actually experience any difficulties. This can be caused because learners
do not understand the form Doushi that is followed by Hojodoushiaru or form Hojodoushi ~ te
aru. The level of some students’ difficulty was 85%, in one after another Suru verb pattern ~ te
shimau amount of 65%. The average error rate and the degree of truth in reply to the five
questions that have a balance of 49%.

Students were able to answer 95% correct on verb vocabulary hojodoushi ~ te iru, in one
after another verb vocabulary hojodoushi ~ te oite kudasai as much as 55%, then hojodoushi ~ te
miru was 45%.

Table 4. Type of 13 & B
FRAEE) ELW LA
1. ZORHIIlbiEd TTnG,
JE D 72N T L T2 &0,
2N EINZE D TT D, HrLLDOEE

65.0% 13 35.0% 7

DT IUE R T8 A, 35.0% 7 65.0% 13
AN M 2 4 N > s
;jﬁﬁ@%Mﬁ%ﬁéAﬁﬂw%of 5= 096 " 450% 9
WMOTIREBLZ > TR, b57
2ﬁﬁ®ﬁ%bk%%ofﬁm H SR 35.0% ; 65.0% 13

5. FROERICE<NL D TEb, 2L

0 0
AaXFEL L9, 70.0% 14 30.0% 6

In type Joutai Doushi, students seem able to answer questions with verb forms okuresou
okuremasu converted into as many as 70% correct and error is only 30%. In one after another
with verb kowaremasu (kowaresou) by 65% right and 35% students answered incorrectly. In
verb herimasu (herisou), students who answered correctly by 55% and 45% answered
incorrectly. This amount is almost equal. Students answered incorrectly verb kiremasu
(kiresou) by 65%, and students who answered incorrectly by 35%. Kutsu collocation no Himo
and verb kiremasu, and verb change a factor that often causes an error occurs. While verb
ochimasu (ochisou) too many errors in the amount of 65% and were answered correctly by
35%. An amount that equals to verb kiremasu mentioned.

E. Conclusion

From the description it can be concluded that the factor of the difficulties faced by students
of Japanese language of fourth semester is the lack of input and application of verb vocabulary
modifier in the form of exercises in the subject of grammar. Students are able to master the
familiar verb vocabulary modifiers alone or verb frequency of application often. Whereas verb
vocabulary modifier that use a lot less likely to happen a lot of mistakes, or in other words, the
input of verb vocabulary yet many students. In addition, factors of Kanji writing without
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Furigana and verb change also became one of the many factors that lead to errors in problem
solving.
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